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LEGAL PURCHASING AND DRINKING AGE

Please consider this document has been completed based on brewers” and The Brewers of Europe’s
feedbacks and may not be fully up-to-date or complete. BrewUp Secretariat will update it when possible. The
document as currently presented on BrewUp is the most up-to-date version that exists.



LEGAL PURCHASING AND DRINKING AGE

LEGALPURCHASINGAND DRINKINGAGE

LDA* limit LDA limit LDA limit LPA** [imit  LPA limit LPA limit

beer wine spirits beer wine spirits
Austria 16 16 18 16 16 18
Belgium 16 16 18 16 16 18
Bulgaria 18 18 18 18 18 18
Croatia 18 18 18 18 18 18
Cyprus
Czech Republic 18 18 18 18 18 18
Denmark - - - 16/18*** 16/18*** 16/18***
Estonia 18 18 18 18 18 18
Finland 18 18 18 18 18 20
France 18 18 18 18 18 18
Germany 16 16 18 16 16 18
Greece 17 17 17 18 18 18
Hungary 18 18 18 18 18 18
Ireland 18 18 18 18 18 18
Italy 16 16 16 0 0 0
Latvia 18 18 18 18 18 18
Lithuania 20 20 20 20 20 20
Luxembourg 16 16 16 16 16 16
Malta 16 16 16 0 0 0
Netherlands 18 18 18 18 18 18
Norway 18 18 20 18 18 20
Poland 18 18 18 18 18 18
Portugal 18 18 18 18 18 18
Romania 18 18 18 18 18 18
Slovakia 18 18 18 18 18 18
Slovenia 18 18 18 18 18 18
Spain 18 18 18 18 18 18
Sweden 18 18 18 20 20 20
Switzerland none none none 16 16 18
Turkey 18 18 18 18 18 18
United Kingdom
of Great Britain
and Northern
Ireland 18 18 18 18 18 18

Source: http://data.euro.who.int/alcohol/Default.aspx?TablD=2422



http://data.euro.who.int/alcohol/Default.aspx?TabID=2422

LEGAL PURCHASING AND DRINKING AGE

*LDA : Legal drinking age
** LPA:  Legal purchasing age

*** * The legal purchasing age is 16 for beverages with an alcohol content below 16,5 % and 18 for beverages with an alcohol content above 16,5%.
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DISCLAIMER

BrewUp’s publications, including this document, does not represent the views of BrewUp, of The Brewers of
Europe or of The Brewers of Europe’s members. They shall not be considered as legal opinions and BrewUp,
The Brewers of Europe or The Brewers of Europe’s members cannot be held responsible for any misuse or
misinterpretation of BrewUp’s publications.
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